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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 5384/55100 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Overman et al . 

09/694, 653 

October 23 , 2000 

FLATS MAIL AUTOTRAYER 
SYSTEM 



Attn: Office of Petitions 
Box DAC 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



RECEIVED 

FEB 2 6 2003 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



ET 1105371^ US 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as express 
mail (ET910537164US). postage prepaid, in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Wa shingt on, D.C. 20231 on L-U -Q'S 



Charles T. Riggs Jr., 




37,430 Date 



PETITION TO REVIVE ABANDONED APPLICATION 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. 51.137(b) 



Sir; 



In response to the Notice of Abandonment mailed October 31, 
2002 (copy enclosed) , Applicants hereby Petition to the 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to revive this abandoned 
application pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 137(b). 

The application was unintentionally abandoned for failure to 
timely or properly reply to the Notice to File Missing Parts mailed 
December 11, 2000. The entire delay in filing the required reply 
from the due date for the required reply until the filing of a 
grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional. 

Although the Notice to File Missing Parts was apparently 

mailed December 11, 2 000, Applicants have no record of receiving 
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the same, and thus were unable to docket any response dates. Not 
having received any papers from the Office, Applicants filed a 
Status Inquiry in February 2002, to which the Office did not 
respond. Notwithstanding the dates of the Notice to File Missing 
Parts and the Status Inquiry, this Office still did not mail a 
Notice of Abandonment until October 31, 2002. 

Upon receiving the Notice of Abandonment in November 2002, 
Applicants have diligently been working to prepare a proper 
response thereto. Shortly after receiving the Notice of 
Abandonment, Applicants obtained a copy of the file history, and 
thus, the Notice to File Missing Parts indicating that the Oath or 
Declaration is missing. The missing Declaration was quickly 
prepared for the inventors' signatures. The signatures of all six 
(6) inventors were earnestly sought and obtained as diligently as 
possible, as some of the inventors are no longer with the company 
to which this Application has now been assigned and had to be 
located, one is out of state, and one has since passed away. The 
missing Declaration, once fully executed, was forwarded to 
Applicants' counsel late last week. Applicants' counsel then 
earnestly prepared this Petition and the Response to Notice to File 
Missing Parts, and expeditiously filed the same without delay. 

The required reply to the Notice to File Missing Parts of 
Application is enclosed. 
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A Form PTO-2038 authorizing the Commissioner to charge the 
amount of $1470.00, $1300.00 of which is for the payment of the 
petition fee. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required or credit any overpayment to 
Account No. 16-0657. 

Granting of this Petition is respectfully requested. 
A postcard is enclosed evidencing receipt of the same. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PATTJLA & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

Charles T. Riggs Jr. 
Reg. No. 37,430 
Attorneys for Applicant 



PATULA & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

116 S. Michigan Ave., 14 th Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60603 

(312) 201-8220 
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